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Regulations on Doctoral Qualifier Examination
Graduate Institute of Photonics and Optoelectronics
National Taiwan University
(Requirements for Doctoral Program - Appendix 1)
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The English translation of this document is for reference only.
If there is any discrepancy between the text and the Chinese, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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Applicable to all currently enrolled students during and after the 2020 academic year.
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(1) Applicants have two opportunities to pass the Qualifier Examination, the first

attempt and one chance to re-sit the examination in the field(s) that the applicants

failed to score a passing grade. Other than students enrolled in the Doctoral

Program, students enrolled in the Master’s Program of this Institute are also
eligible to apply for the Qualifier examination.
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(2) The Qualifier Examination of this Institute is held once on every semester.
Applicants are given the choice of passing the Qualifier Examination in one of the

two possible ways.
1. Course Grade

Two Fundamental Courses, plus two additional Specialized Applied
Courses, which must be chosen from two different fields.

2. Written Examination
Two Fundamental Courses, plus one additional Specialized Applied

Course.
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(3) Inthe case that the applicant chooses to pass the Qualifier Examination by Course

Grade:
1.
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1.
2.

The application must be submitted prior to the closing date of the
application, along with a transcript of the applicant’s course grades, in
which the application must have achieved a grade of A or higher in four of
the courses defined above in Article 2.

Courses considered eligible for passing the Qualifier Examination by
Course Grade includes courses that the applicant has completed during the
applicant’s Doctoral Program, as well as courses that the applicant has
completed within 12 semesters from the time of the application.
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(4) Inthe case that the applicant chooses to pass the Qualifier Examination by Written
Examination:

1.

2.

The application for Qualifier Examination must be submitted prior to the
closing date.
Only courses that the applicant has attended within 6 semesters from the
time of the application may be eligible for examination. The examination
will be marked out of a score of 100.
During the written examination, only reference materials approved by the
professor(s) who authored the examination papers may be brought into the
examination room. Each answering booklet provided for each applicant
will all be initially sealed, and only answers written in the answering
booklet(s) provided will be accepted. Answers written on loose paper,
regardless of whether the examinee has signed it or not, will not be
accepted. Answers that are crossed out and damaged answering booklets
will also be considered invalid.
Upon completion, the answering booklets will be sealed and delivered
directly to the Academic Committee of this Institute for evaluation.
Applicants failing to score a passing grade (score of 70 or above out of
100) in one or more course(s) may have one chance to re-sit the
examination(s) in a future Qualifier Examination held by the Institute in the
following semester or later. Only the course(s) that the applicant failed to
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achieve a passing grade are eligible for re-sit, and grades for the course(s)
that the applicant has passed will be retained.

The courses examined must be chosen according to the criterion in Article 2.

The grade retention aspect of the Qualifier Examination of this Institute does not
conflict with Article 47 of Chapter 6 of the General Regulations of National
Taiwan University.
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Doctoral students must pass the Qualifier Examination no later than the sixth
semester after the time of admission into the Doctoral Program. Students admitted
into the Doctoral Program as a Working Student may receive an extension of no
more than two semesters, (excluding the period of time in which the student is
taking a gap year). For other cases that require further special considerations, the
student may raise a plea to the Institute for a longer extension, at the discretion of
the Academic Committee. However, regardless of the extensions allowed,
permission for Thesis Defense will not be given until after the applicant has passed
the Qualifier Examination.

(The transcript of the course record supplied for the application of Thesis Defense
must have a note written on the transcript that the applicant has indeed passed the
Qualifier Examination.)
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Decision made by the Academic Committee must have support from more than 2/3
of the committee members who attended the meeting in which the issues are
raised, by anonymous votes. (e.g. In determining whether a certain applicant has
passed the Qualifier Examination, or approval for extension.)
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In special circumstances, unique to each individual applicant, the Academic
Committee may request for an additional Oral Examination to determine whether
an applicant has passed the Qualifier Examination. In which, at least four members
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of the teaching staff of this Institute, determined by the Academic Committee,
must be present as examiners of this Oral Examination, as well as at least two
members of the Academic Committee. The applicant’s Advising Professor must
also be present. Within one week of this Oral Examination, the chair of this
examination must deliver the decision to the Academic Committee, who will make
the final decision of whether or not the applicant has passed this Qualifier
Examination. The Academic Committee may also request a hearing from the
applicant or the applicant’s Advising Professor for the assessment.
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(8) All parties involved, the Academic Committee, the professor responsible for the
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drafting of the examination manuscript, as well as the administrative body, all have
the obligation of secrecy in all matters regarding the Qualifier Examination. No
information may be passed to the student or other uninvolved parties unless
explicit permission has been given by the Institute Faculty Council. In most cases,
the student will not be made known exactly what mark the student has scored in
the Qualifier Examination, with the exception of the case that the student has failed
to pass the Qualifier Examination but has achieved passing grades in one or more
courses examined, in which the student will be made known only the marks that
the student has achieved in those courses.

¢

fow P E LaT

PR Py St | g FRE B

1‘—‘%*\%

‘9‘: *‘m}

1. ;ﬁ_l ka’H""‘ 4 e id ﬁ-ﬁ
AGRRT HE BT 2 F‘ %,

2. AT T AT ELFRI P> LRI FLT0A 1 24D > 3
[Pl

_{L_

For applicants still enrolled in the Master’s Program, or have graduated from it for
no more than four years:

1. If the applicant has passed the Qualifier Examination, the Academic
Committee will recognize the applicant’s passed status and allow the status
to be retained for up to four years.

2. Inthe case that the applicant has failed to pass the Qualifier Examination,
however has achieved passing mark in one or more courses, the courses’
passed status will be retained.
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